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Mr Rod Hooper

President

The FLPA of Western Australia (Inc.)
PO Box 3108

Adelaide Terrace

PERTH WA 6832

6 August 2010

Dear Mr Hooper

Thank you for your letter requesting information on the Australia Green’s policies
on family law.

The Greens support a family law system based on the best interests of the child.
We opposed the changes made to the Commonwealth Family Law Act made by
the previous government that conflicted with the principle that the best interests
of the child should be paramount, along with those that made it difficult for
women to raise concerns about domestic violence where might not be able to
provide independent verification.

We support reversing these changes and ensuring that the clear incontrovertible
obligation in the Act is to guarantee the actual best interests of children. We
recognise there remain significant issues in family law system for women in
particular who have experience family violence and we want to work with
stakeholders to develop stronger and more robust measures to guarantee
women's safety.

The Greens also raised concerns about the changes to the Child Support system
made by the previous government. We believe more resources are needed to
ensure against people hiding or minimising taxable income, and stricter
provisions to be enacted for those failing to declare income or put in a tax return,
Monitoring of the actual level of care provided against that claimed is also
needed, as evidence suggests a consistent pattern of over-estimation and under-
achievement in shared care arrangements.

The Greens understand the importance of the family law system and support it
receiving the necessary funding to allow all aspects the system, including the
courts and the counselling services, to operate effectively.

Senator Ludlam initiated a Senate Inquiry into Access to Justice which considered
amongst other matters the ability of people to access legal representation and the
adequacy of legal aid. The Committee Report provides a detailed examination of
the adequacy of funding to legal aid commissions, particularly under the Legal Aid
Program.
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